METROPOLITAN ESSEX DISTRICT CRICKET BOARD

 

CHARTER FOR PARTICIPATION IN JUNIOR CRICKET COMPETITIONS AND EVENTS

 

 Introduction

One of the stated aims of MEDCB is 'to ensure that high traditions and standards of the game are upheld at all times in accordance with the laws and spirit of cricket for the ultimate health of the game".    This aim reflects the Preamble to the Laws of Cricket and is alluded to throughout those Laws.     A series of recent events ranging from a wanton lack of respect for officials to blatant cheating have undermined this important objective.   Unless action is taken to address the problem, it will be increasingly difficult to attract volunteers to run competitions and act as officials, with a potential curtailment in the level of cricket provided to local clubs.

 

The essential need to attract and retain volunteers has been influential in preparing this charter.   A formal complaints procedure has been developed but to implement a fully comprehensive review and hearings process is considered to be impracticable because of the unacceptable time and volunteer commitment involved.  The procedures contained in this charter present what is intended to be a realistic compromise, encompassing the opportunity to lodge complaints but granting discretion on the part of the administration on how to respond to any individual complaint.   In a similar vein, complaints can be lodged regarding failures to meet age requirements but a “Card Identity” system was rejected because it was considered to be costly, time consuming and far from foolproof.

 

A condition of participation in all MEDCB competitions will be a specific acceptance by clubs that they will observe this charter and do their upmost to bring it to the attention of their players, officials and family supporters.   In so doing, it must be accepted that decisions on disciplinary matters must be accepted and that no appeal procedures are available.  A standard acknowledgement, in writing or by e-mail in the following form will be a condition of club entry to each MEDCB competition:-

                     "Club name---- wishes to participate in ----competition/tournament name----- and acknowledges that acceptance of the 'Charter for Participation in Junior Cricket Competitions and Events' is a condition of entry.     In so doing it is appreciated that the club will be bound by any disciplinary decisions  and that these may relate to the conduct of club players, officials, parents and supporters", signed--- Position---
 
Administration of Competitions and Events

 

All clubs must adopt and follow appropriate safety and child protection policies, as specified by the ECB.   Each club must also have a nominated manager in charge who will be the prime contact for his/her club's safety requirements and conduct including those of its players, officials and supporters.

 

Benchmark standards of conduct expected for all participating clubs are shown in Appendix A- 'Codes of Conduct'  and that age requirements for that competition conform with the dates listed in  Appendix B.

 

MEDCB will appoint for each competition

 

     !    A 'Competition Administrator' who will be the prime contact and who will circulate any specific competition requirements for the

competition.

2.  A 'Complaints Administrator' to whom any complaints can be communicated

3.  A 'Complaints Panel' of which the 'Complaints Administrator' will be a member.    In making Panel appointments, MEDCB will seek to appoint people who have appropriate experience in umpiring and junior cricket management for MEDCB competitions and events.

 

Complaints Procedures

 

Nothing in these requirements prevents any person from seeking remedy that may be available to them through legal processes.

 

The following procedures include any issues relating to age requirements for boys and girls, which may differ.   Any uncertainties in this connection should first be clarified with the Competition Administrator.   Risk of injury when older players participate in competitions designed for younger players is higher and MEDCB emphasises the importance of  abiding by competition age requirement. (School year is an indication, BUT NOT a definitive measure, of age).    Clubs are expected to make reasonable enquiries, if they are uncertain of a player's age, including the inspection of birth certificates, passports, certificate of residence etc and discussion with parents, where practicable.

 

For any complaint to be considered it must be communicated in writing (which includes e-mail) to the Complaints Administrator whose contact details must be provided to every club.    Apart from issues the Competition Administrator may wish to raise, contact with the Complaints Administrator can be ONLY communicated in writing. Telephone and personal contact will be completely ignored.

 

The Complaints Administrator will have total discretion in his handling of each complaint.   (S)He may consult with other Panel members and/or the Competition Administrator and request additional information but he/she is not bound to do so. 

 

Any decision to take disciplinary action must be agreed by a minimum of two Panel members, who must act independently and cannot decide on any matter that directly effects their own club.  If it is deemed necessary, MEDCB will appoint additional Panel members for such cases.

 

The Competition Administrator must communicate the Panel's decision but he/she will not have a specific role in deciding outcomes.  Penalties may be far-reaching including suspension or banning of a club from a competition or all other MEDCB competitions (without refund of entry fees), suspension or banning of players or officials or supporters of a club from MEDCA competitions and events, the awarding of matches, deduction of points or any other action which the Panel consider appropriate but they may not impose financial Penalties. 

The Panel’s decision is final and is not subject to appeal. The Panel may review a decision, but are not obliged so to do, in the event of receiving subsequent relevant information. The Complaints Administrator will not be obliged to answer communications after a decision has been made.

 

Approved

 

April, 2009

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A           

                                                           Codes of Conduct

Our aim is to seek a friendly environment for  junior cricketers and their families
Club officials, coaches, team managers and volunteers are asked to:-

-Consider well-being and safety before performance

-Consider only activities appropriate to age, ability and experience

-Avoid exerting undue influence over players to obtain personal benefit or reward 

- Value enthusiasm and good conduct as well as results

-Develop appropriate working relationships with players and their families, based on mutual trust and respect 

-Promote the positive aspects of cricket e.g. fair play

-Display consistently high standards of behaviour and appearance and avoid taking alcohol while supervising juniors.

Players are asked to

 -Be fair and help everyone to enjoy the game.  Shake hands with opponents and thank umpires and scorers.

 Parents/Guardians are asked to- 
 

 -Be honest about your child's age 

-Discuss your child's needs and progress with the team managers

-Encourage your child to learn and observe the Laws of Cricket

-Recognise and encourage fair play.  Clap incoming batsmen and applaud good performances of both sides-Help your child to recognise good performance, not just those of his team mates.

-Help your child to recognise good performances, not just good results

-Discourage unfair play and arguing with officials. Support and help team managers and appointed volunteers; avoid questioning or criticism of their judgement in public

-Encourage but never force your child to play

-Use correct and proper language at all times

-Where possible, provide help with hospitality for players and guests; support social functions.

Everyone is asked to bring any relevant concerns to the attention of team managers, competition administrators

RESPECT YOUR CLUB, PLAYERS, COACHES, UMPIRES, SCORERS, OPPONENTS AND SUPPORTERS
GIVE CRICKET THE RESPECT IT DESERVES
APPENDIX B

AGE GROUPS OF PLAYERS – 2009/10 SEASON

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Age Group
	
	
	Born between

	
	
	
	

	Under 4 
	
	
	1st September 2005 and 31st August 2006

	
	
	
	

	Under 5 (R)
	
	
	1st September 2004 and 31st August 2005

	
	
	
	

	Under 6 (1)
	
	
	1st September 2003 and 31st August 2004

	
	
	
	

	Under 7 (2)
	
	
	1st September 2002 and 31st August 2003

	
	
	
	

	Under 8 (3)
	
	
	1st September 2001 and 31st August 2002

	
	
	
	

	Under 9 (4)
	
	
	1st September 2000 and 31st August 2001

	
	
	
	

	Under 10 (5)
	
	
	1st September 1999 and 31st August 2000

	
	
	
	

	Under 11 (6)
	
	
	1st September 1998 and 31st August 1999

	
	
	
	

	Under 12 (7)
	
	
	1st September 1997 and 31st August 1998

	
	
	
	

	Under 13 (8)
	
	
	1st September 1996 and 31st August 1997

	
	
	
	

	Under 14 (9)
	
	
	1st September 1995 and 31st August 1996

	
	
	
	

	Under 15 (10)
	
	
	1st September 1994 and 31st August 1995

	
	
	
	

	Under 16 (11)
	
	
	1st September 1993 and 31st August 1994

	
	
	
	

	Under 17 (12)
	
	
	1st September 1992 and 31st August 1993

	
	
	
	

	Under 18 (13)
	
	
	1st September 1991 and 31st August 1992

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	NB:
	
	
	School years shown in brackets - can vary

	
	
	
	school to school

	
	
	
	


